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President (1928-1940): Harold Ober (Dauphine's Bri-
ards) - AKC Airedale & Briard judge)

Vice President (1928-1930): Wallace Macmonnies 
(Maxown Briards) - AKC Briard & Chow Chow judge)

Secretary/Treasurer (1928-1940): Frances Hoppin 
(Travailleur Briards)

All three of these BCA founders were in France 1917-
18 during World War I. None were in the military. 
Hoppin was a Red Cross nurse; Macmonnies was in 
France looking after his artist uncle at the end of the 
war. Ober was a representative from the USA Gov-
ernment to study French military techniques during 
warfare.  All met Briard War dogs and came to know 
a few of the prominent Briard breeders of that time. 
They also met each other in France.
After the war, these old connections were renewed and 
they imported dogs from these breeders. 

Technically, Macmonnies whelped the first Briard litter 
in Canada. He was travelling for his work and took his 
very pregnant bitch, Citronelle, with him. The litter 
was, however registered with AKC.

Macmonnies didn't stay with Briards for long. He 
placed some of the pups and Citronelle with Mrs 
George Jacobs (Sydney Farms Briards). And with 
others who expressed an interest in the dogs, including 
then AKC President John DeMund, who named his 
puppy after the famous French stud dog, Jarnac, who 
was also the pup's great grandfather. Macmonnies two 
stud dogs were both Jarnac (the original one) sons. Re-
gent de la Pommeraie was the first Briard AKC Cham-
pion. The other male, Pegasus de la Pommeraie was his 
half brother.

The first Briard litter born in the USA was born in 
1922, bred by Mrs Barbara Danielson. Only one of the 
puppies was ever registered, and he was 9 years old and 
sired a litter, necessitating his registration. He'd been 
purchased by Mrs George Jacobs of Sydney Farms. She 
registered the dog as Timothy Jacobs.

Mrs Danielson was married to a major magazine 
publisher. The pushing world of the 1930's had sever-
al connections to Briards through Harold Ober. The 
Danielsons later came to the Obers for a new puppy. 
The Editor at Boys Life also had a Briard. F. Scott 
Fitzgerald's daughter, Scottie lived with the Obers after 
her parents died and spoke fondly of the Briards in her 
memoirs, as did her own daughter in her biography of 
Scottie.

BCA Founding Officers
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1st 25 Briard AKC Champions
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Ch Walton Etienne UD
!st Briard UD, 1st Briard Ch/UD.



1st Briard Dog Fancy Cover 
Ch Basiner Garcon de l’Heureux CDX

Ch Toro
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Foundation Briards

	 The pedigrees that follow are those of the French imports that found-
ed the Briard in America. The dogs names in bold print on the list of ear-
liest AKC registered Briards are included in these pages. Some of those 
from the list not included either were never bred, or their few offspring/
grandoffspring lineage ceased to continue. There are still Briards in Amer-
ica today who can trace their ancestry to one or more of these dogs. Later 
imports from the 1960s and beyond have decreased the number of dogs 
descended from these foundation dogs. 

	 Yet, remarkably, from modern times, the recent winners of the BCA 
Nationals from 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 can all 
trace their lineage to the first Briard registered with AKC, Daulphine de 
Montjoye, via varying number of generations or individual dogs, they all 
go back to the very beginning of Briards in the USA.

	 It is interesting to note that in Briards, unlike several other breeds in-
troduced to America, the Briard hasn’t suffered from “founder syndrome”. 
This unpleasant effect has come about when a new breed began to be es-
tablished, but only had a small number of individuls to work from. The 
Briard, essentially had 10 founding dogs originally, yet was spared the hor-
rible  health effects related to the unhealthy small numbers gene pool could 
cause. Considering too, that several of these foundation dogs were closely 
related on one single French dog makes this even more notable. Briards 
indeed did ‘luck-out’ in having genetically healthy individual foundation 
dogs.
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